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SUCCESSFUL HEAVY LIFT FOR DVALIN IN THE NORWEGIAN SEA
•
•

3,500 tonne lift onto an existing platform is one of the largest in the history of the
shelf
Major milestone for the Dvalin field development project
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Stavanger. After a major construction phase, the 3,500 tonne Dvalin module has been
lifted safely aboard the Heidrun platform in the Norwegian Sea. The three-hour operation on 3 August ranks among the heaviest lifts onto an existing platform in the history of the Norwegian Continental Shelf.
The Wintershall Dea operated Dvalin field is a subsea gas development tied back to
Heidrun, 15 kilometres to the northwest in the Norwegian Sea. In the case of Dvalin,
some 700 yard workers have spent two and a half years building a dedicated gas
treatment module.
“The Dvalin team has worked purposefully to safely construct and install this giant
module in time and within budget. It is very satisfying to see this impressive technical
feat carried out successfully and without incidents”, said Hugo Dijkgraaf, Chief Technology Officer (CTO) and Member of the Board for Wintershall Dea.
The Dvalin module was built at the Aibel yard in Haugesund on behalf of Equinor,
which is the operator of the Heidrun platform. Wintershall Dea has worked closely
with both companies to ensure smooth delivery of the unit.
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Clear focus on safe operations
“So far, there have been 3.5 million working hours carried out on the Dvalin project
without a single serious injury. Although the project is still ongoing, I am incredibly
proud that we have had such a clear focus on safe operation, while at the same time
delivering against the project plan,” said Thomas Kainer, Senior Vice President, Major
Project Dvalin for Wintershall Dea.
The lifting operation was carried out by the heavy lifting vessel Saipem 7000. The Dvalin module was lifted from the barge onto the Heidrun platform over the course of
three hours.
Witnessing the heavy lift from aboard the Saipem 7000, Anita Albriktsen, Topsides
Host Manager, said: "For those of us who have followed the construction of the module, from the first steel cut, through the pulling of 100,000 metres of cable and welding
of 3,700 joints, to seeing it now on Heidrun, it was a great experience to see the module
being lifted in place."
About Dvalin
The Dvalin gas field in the Norwegian Sea is being developed with four subsea wells,
tied back to the Equinor operated Heidrun host platform. The gas from Dvalin will be
transported to the Heidrun platform via a 15-kilometre pipeline. From there, it will be
sent to the Polarled gas transportation system via a 7.5-kilometre pipeline, before it
will be further processed to dry gas at the Nyhamna onshore gas terminal. Finally, the
gas will be transported via Gassled to the market.
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Partnership: Wintershall Dea (operator 55%), Petoro (35%), Edison (10%)
Location: Approximately 259 kilometres north of Kristiansund in the mid of Norway
and 15 kilometres northwest of the Heidrun field and 35 kilometres south of the Skarv
field in the Norwegian Sea.
Water depth: approx. 400 meters
Estimated reserves: 113.3 mmboe
Development Solution: A four-slot template has been installed on the seabed. Flowlines and umbilical will be connected to the Heidrun platform, 15 kilometres northwest
of the Dvalin field. On the Heidrun platform, two modules, one 400 tonne utility module
and one 3,500 tonne gas processing and compression module have been installed on
Heidrun.
As the third largest non-state operator on the Norwegian Continental Shelf with a
daily production of around 150,000 boe, Wintershall Dea is aiming to further increase
these volumes over the next years.
Wintershall Dea is owned by BASF (67 %) and LetterOne (33%). An initial public offering
is envisaged in the medium term.

About Wintershall Dea
With the merger of Wintershall Holding GmbH and DEA Deutsche Erdoel AG, two successful companies with a long tradition have formed Europe’s leading independent natural gas and oil company: Wintershall Dea. The company with German roots and headquarters in Kassel and Hamburg
explores for and produces gas and oil in 13 countries worldwide in an efficient and responsible man-
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ner. With activities in Europe, Russia, Latin America and the MENA region (Middle East & North Africa), Wintershall Dea has a global upstream portfolio and, with its participation in natural gas
transport, is also active in the midstream business.
Wintershall Dea stands for more than 120 years of experience as an operator and project partner
along the entire E&P value chain. The company employs around 4,000 people worldwide from over
60 nations. The company plans to increase its average daily production from around 590,000 barrels
of oil equivalent to a range of 750,000 to 800,000 barrels in the period between 2021 and 2023. In the
medium term, an initial public offering of Wintershall Dea is envisaged.
Visit us on our corporate website at www.wintershalldea.com or follow us on our social media channels at Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Youtube and Instagram.

